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<ABSTRACT>

“A critical evaluation of the Christian spirituality in Korea and the
alterative Christian spirituality in light of the John Calvin's thought”

Park, KoanSu

Calvin is one of the prominent figures of the reformation who
systemizes the reformed theology. He understands spirituality, which is
godliness in his term, as one’s rightful attitude toward God and neighbors.
He insists that since Christians are the ones who are justified by faith,
which is the Holy Spirit’s gift, also receive God’'s grace of sanctification by
renewing of holiness and the image of God in them. As ways of acquiring
sanctification and means of grace, Calvin suggests God's words and
sacraments. Prayer was added by Calvinists later. Through these means of
grace, Calvinists contents that Christians can have just faith in God.

The Korean churches’ understanding of spirituality in general sense
can be described by five categories and all are fall short of the biblical
teaching of true spirituality. The purpose of this dissertation is to suggest
a way to correct the misconceptions, if not falsehood, of the Korean
churches on spirituality by a model affirmed by John Calvin: to correct the
Korean churches’ fallacy of dualism and irrationalism on spirituality with
the biblical knowledge of God; to correct her false spirituality, which is
tainted by illegitimate mysticism, with the spirituality of mystical union with
Jesus Christ; to correct her secularized spirituality with the proper teaching
of sanctification; to correct her spirituality, which is infected with the
wordly prosperity gospel, with the faith that is willingly to take up the
cross through self-denial; to correct her erroneous spirituality, which are
possessed by radical individualism, with rebuilding the church as the

community.

Key Word: spirituality, spirituality of John Calvin, Korean churches’
spirituality christian spirituality, the Reformation
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Abstract

After Corona (COVID-19), a study on the role of sermons and social

communication in the New Normal Era.57)

Kim, Hyo sung

57) This work was conducted with the support of the National Research Foundation of Korea
in 2021(NRF-2021S1A5B5A17058514)
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The world has experienced structural collapse due to the corona
pandemic, and the corona divide phenomenon derived from this has given
the Korean church the task of social communication. As the contact
situation that had led the traditional church rapidly changed to the
opposite situation, the untact situation, a systemic change was required in
which face-to-face activities that had been established as traditional
elements within the church were converted into non-face-to-face
activities. After such a time of rapid change, the Korean church was faced
with another change due to the Korean government's ‘declaration to lift
social distancing’. During the 27 months, many people became accustomed
to online worship, and preachers were required to play a sermon role
filled with new non-face-to-face activities in the new normal era. This
study suggests how a preacher facing the new normal age will develop
communication skills between society and the church and a new sermon
format using technology that will lead the new normal age.

The transition to the new normal is accompanied by three major
changes. First, it is a transition to a public church. In the new normal
era, the boundaries of sermons will expand outside the church and the
reception of online sermons will increase. For this reason, now, beyond
the doctrinal disputes and political understandings that are understood
differently for each denomination, one must be able to voice the unified
gospel within the frame of the Bible based on the premise of evangelical
exegesis. Second, the transition to the metaverse. Metaverse technology
started out as a playful service of a virtual world type, but as time goes
by, it is evolving into a form of convergence between existing types.
Third, the transition to precariat. This refers to cognitive workers, and
human beings who learn with digital devices and become accustomed to
the digital environment lose their ability to empathize and understand
others due to ‘desensitization’. More than ever, the new normal era is an
era of impotence and instability, and we will live in the problem of a lack
of empathy and understanding. The new normal era requires a new type
of preaching that will break through this era of incompatibility and
instability.

Keywords: New Normal Era, Precariat, Metaverse, Digital, Untact
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